
RUSTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

MINUTES:  of the (remote) Meeting held on 22 March 2021 

 

PRESENT:   Councillors G Tyler (Chairman), J Bennett, Mrs C Broomfield, M Broomfield,  

   M Clayden, Mrs A Cooper, A Cooper, Mrs S Partridge, D Rogers, J Street and P Warren 

 

In attendance: Mrs C Harris (Meeting Clerk), Mrs C Ward (Clerk of the Council) and Ms R Costan 

(Deputy Clerk of the Council)  

 

 

Prior to the commencement of the formal business of the Meeting, the Chairman advised that the Meeting 

would be being recorded (audio) via Microsoft Teams, for the purpose of ensuring clarity for the Minutes, as 

well as to enable Members of the Public to have access to discussions on specific items if requested. He said 

that the recording would be dispensed with as soon as the Minutes had been approved by the Council at its 

next Monthly Meeting. 

 

The Chairman reminded the Committee that due to the current Coronavirus (Covid-19) Pandemic, this 

Meeting was being held remotely (via Microsoft Teams) and would be delivered within ‘The Local 

Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 

Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2020’ that are currently enacted 

for Meetings on and up to 7 May 2021.  

 

The Chairman also advised the Committee that he would again manage the Meeting with clear instructions 

and requests to Members. He said that Members should indicate their desire to speak on any item, by placing 

a message in ‘Chat’, or by clicking on the ‘raised hand’ icon, in Microsoft Teams, to ensure that anyone 

wishing to speak on an Agenda Item was given the opportunity to do so. 

 

18/21  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

There were no apologies for absence. 

 

19/21  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Councillor Tyler declared a prejudicial and pecuniary interest in Minute 21/21. In the absence of any 

discussion in respect of this item, which related to work already undertaken satisfactorily, he remained in 

the Meeting but took no part in the vote thereon. 

 

20/21  MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 22 February 2021 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

 

(Prior to consideration of the following item Councillor Tyler had declared a prejudicial and pecuniary 

interest, as Mr P Collins was his son-in-law) 

 

21/21  PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

The Meeting Clerk advised the Committee that, with approval from the Clerk of the Council, as a result of the 

major increase in cyber-crime, in order to be fully compliant with WorldPay Payment Card Industry Data 

Security Standards (PCI DSS), an emergency payment of £1,450.00 had been made to Mr P Collins, for the 

purchase and installation of software to ensure that the Council’s financial administration was protected. 

 

She advised that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee had also approved the transaction,  

and the Committee retrospectively APPROVED the payment of £1,450.00 to Mr P Collins.  



The Committee also retrospectively APPROVED the payment of the Monthly Accounts in accordance  

with the Delegated Authority Policy, retrospectively APPROVED by the Full Council at its Meeting on  

23 March 2020 (Minute 72/20 Monthly Council Meeting - 27 April 2020 refers) due to the Coronavirus 

(Covid-19) Pandemic.  

 

Councillor Warren requested that the costs of the completed electrical installation works at the Council’s 

facilities should be borne from its Capital Funds (Minute 15/21 Monthly Council Meeting - 25 January 2021 

refers). 

 

Following a further discussion, it was AGREED that the Capital Fund Accounts should remain intact, with 

the Council’s Reserve Fund being utilised in this instance. 

 

A copy of the Accounts is attached and forms a part of these Minutes. 

 

22/21  MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT TO 11 MARCH 2021 

 

The Committee NOTED the Monthly Budget Report which had been previously circulated to all Members. 

 

23/21  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 

The Committee, pursuant to Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972, RESOLVED that Members  

of the Public and accredited representatives of the Press be excluded from the Meeting because of the 

confidential nature of the next item of business to be transacted. 

 

24/21 PERSONNEL SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

The Clerk referred to Minute 17/21 and said that as no changes had been made to the current National 

Restrictions/Lockdown since the last Meeting, the Council’s operation had continued as had been detailed at 

that time.  

 

She then reminded the Committee of the email sent to all Members of the Council on 16 March 2021, 

detailing how the Senior Management Team foresaw the way forward for the Council.  

 

Following a brief discussion, the Committee then RECOMMENDED that the following should be formally 

APPROVED as the way forward for the Council and its facilities:- 

 

29 March 2021 - Outdoor Fitness Equipment, Basketball Court/Kickabout Area and Play Area (Woodlands 

Recreation Ground) to re-open  

 

 Play Area to be open from 8.00 am to 5.00 pm 

 

1 April 2021  - New Cleansing Cleaning Contract with Biffa to commence - The Street toilets to be 

closed - Opening hours to be 8.00 am to between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm, changing to  

  8.00 am to between 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm from 1 May - 30 September 

 

12 April 2021 - Information Centre to re-open to the Public from 9.00 am - 5.00 pm - Leaflet distribution 

to be re-introduced but numbers of people in reception at any one time to be limited in 

line with continued social distancing guidelines 

 

Museum personnel to return to workplace, although still closed. Museum Manager to 

work from home on Wednesdays until 17 May to ensure compliance with social 

distancing guidelines 

  

 Council Offices to re-open to the Public - Normal hours to be resumed - 10.00 am to  



4.30 pm, with personnel reverting back to normal working hours - Initially, working in 

pairs on a rota basis in the Offices, with the remainder of contracted hours working from 

home 

The Woodlands Centre, Samuel Wickens Centre and Youth Centre to re-open, but only 

for suitable hirings that can proceed in adherence with social distancing guidelines. 

Apart from groups already able to meet, only supervised indoor children’s activities can 

resume i.e. youth club, dance classes, amateur dramatics   
 

17 May 2021 - Hoping to increase personnel numbers in Council Offices to full complement, or as close 

 to that as possible (4-6 people) 

 

The Woodlands Centre, Samuel Wickens Centre and Youth Centre to re-open for exercise 

classes and controlled events with 50% capacity - social distancing and the ‘rule of 6’ 

will still apply 
  

 Museum to re-open to the Public 

 

21 June 2021  - Anticipated that the Council’s Operation in its entirety can, at last, return to its normal 

state, with all members of personnel back in the workplace for contracted hours. 

 

The Clerk confirmed that all Members of Personnel would now be advised of the plans going forward. 

 

She then referred to Council Meetings and suggested that these should continue on a virtual basis, with 

hard copies of Agendas and all associated documentation being hand delivered to Members requiring them, 

until such time as any further guidance was received from the Government regarding the continuation, or 

not, of the current Legislation relating to virtual meetings which was due to expire on 7 May 2021. She 

said that she understood that the Government would be considering extending this Legislation for a further 

six months in the very near future.   

 

Following a further discussion, the Committee RECOMMENDED that Council Meetings should continue on 

a virtual basis as detailed above, in anticipation of the Government extending the current Legislation. 

 

The Clerk concluded by reminding the Committee that all of the above plans were subject to change by the 

Government, but she would keep the Council informed of any revisions made at the appropriate time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman: ………………………………………. Date: ……………………………………….......... 






















