
RUSTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES ADVISORY GROUP 

 

MINUTES: of the (remote) Meeting held on 24 May 2021 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs A Cooper, A Cooper, Mrs S Partridge, D Rogers, G Tyler and P Warren 

 

In attendance: Mrs C Harris (Meeting Clerk), Mrs C Ward (Clerk of the Council) and Ms R Costan 

(Deputy Clerk of the Council)  

 

 

Prior to the commencement of the formal business of the Meeting, the Clerk advised that the Meeting would 

be being recorded (audio) via Microsoft Teams, for the purpose of ensuring clarity for the Minutes, as well as 

to enable Members of the Public to have access to discussions on specific items if requested. She said that the 

recording would be dispensed with as soon as the Minutes had been approved by the Council at its next full 

face-to-face Monthly Meeting. 

 

The Clerk also reminded those present that the Advisory Group Meeting was being held in accordance with 

the decision made at the Annual Meeting of the Council (Minute 135/21) and any recommendations would 

require approval by the Clerk of the Council in line with the Temporary Scheme of Delegation, that had 

also been approved at the aforementioned Meeting. 

 

The Clerk then advised the Advisory Group that the Chairman would manage the Meeting with clear 

instructions and requests to Members. She said that Members should indicate their desire to speak on any 

item, by clicking on the ‘raised hand’ icon in Teams. This would ensure that anyone wishing to speak on an 

Agenda Item was given the opportunity to do so. 

 

32/21 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Tyler be elected Chairman of the Advisory Group for the 

ensuing year. 

 

The Advisory Group RESOLVED that Councillor Tyler be elected Chairman of the Advisory Group for 

the ensuing year. 

 

33/21 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Warren be elected Vice-Chairman of the Advisory Group for 

the ensuing year. 

 

The Advisory Group RESOLVED that Councillor Warren be elected Vice-Chairman of the Advisory 

Group for the ensuing year. 

 

34/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bennett (Work Commitment), Mrs Broomfield 

(Holiday), Broomfield (Holiday) and Clayden (Other Associated Business). These apologies were accepted 

by the Advisory Group. 

 

35/21 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Councillor Tyler declared a prejudicial and pecuniary interest in Minute 38/21. In the absence of any 

discussion in respect of this item, which related to work already undertaken satisfactorily, he remained in 

the Meeting but took no part in the vote thereon. 

 



36/21 MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 26 April 2021 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 

37/21 RECONCILED BANK BALANCES AS AT 30 APRIL 2021 
 

The Advisory Group NOTED the Council’s Reconciled Bank Balances as at 30 April 2021, as verified by 

Councillor Warren, in his capacity as Vice-Chairman of the Advisory Group. 
 

A copy of the Reconciled Bank Balances is attached and forms a part of these Minutes. 
 

(Prior to consideration of the following item Councillor Tyler had declared a prejudicial and pecuniary 

interest, as Mr P Collins was his son-in-law) 
 

38/21 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
 

The Advisory Group retrospectively APPROVED the payment of the Monthly Accounts in accordance 

with the Temporary Scheme of Delegation, APPROVED by the full Council at its Annual Meeting on  

5 May 2021 (Minute 135/21 refers).  
 

A copy of the Accounts is attached and forms a part of these Minutes. 
 

39/21 MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT 
 

(a) 2020/2021 Final Monthly Budget Report to 31 March 2021 
 

The Chairman reminded Members that the 2020/2021 Final Monthly Budget Report to 31 March 2021 had 

been previously circulated to all Members. 
 

Following a brief discussion, during which the Advisory Group was pleased to NOTE that the Audited 

End of Year figures showed only a slight overspend on the Revised Budget of £4,275.82, it was AGREED 

that no further action needed to be taken in this regard. 
 

The Advisory Group expressed its thanks and appreciation to the members of personnel involved with the 

Council’s Financial Operation, for all of their hard work and efforts in this regard. 
 

(b) Monthly Budget Report to 13 May 2021 
 

The Advisory Group NOTED the Monthly Budget Report which had been previously circulated to all 

Members. 
 

40/21 INTERNAL AUDIT 2020/2021 
 

The Advisory Group considered the Final Internal Audit Report for the year ended 31 March 2021, received 

from Rachel Hall of R S Hall & Co. 
 

In concluding her Report, Ms Hall had commented as follows:- 
 

‘In connection with my examination, and having regard to the items reported herewith, no matter has 

come to my attention that gives me reasonable cause to believe in any material respect that the 

regulatory requirements have not been complied with. Finance Manager (inc RFO) is extremely 

proficient and thorough, good systems and internal controls are in place to ensure the correct 

documentation and recording of income and expenditure.’ 
 

Following a brief discussion, the Advisory Group NOTED the Final Internal Audit Report for the year 

ended 31 March 2021, and RECOMMENDED that no further action was required in this connection. 
 

This recommendation was APPROVED by the Clerk in accordance with the Temporary Scheme of 

Delegation. 



41/21  PLANNING ADVISORY GROUP 

 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Bennett had expressed his desire to become a Member of the Planning 

Advisory Group, as he was no longer Chairman of the Arun District Council’s Planning Committee. She said 

that Councillor Mrs Gregory had offered to relinquish her membership of the Advisory Group, to give 

Councillor Bennett the opportunity to, once again, serve as a Member of that Group. 

 

The Advisory Group RECOMMENDED that Councillor Bennett be appointed to the Planning Advisory 

Group with immediate effect to replace Councillor Mrs Gregory. 

 

This recommendation was APPROVED by the Clerk in accordance with the Temporary Scheme of 

Delegation. 

 

42/21  CERTIFICATE IN LOCAL COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION 

 

The Clerk informed the Advisory Group that Mrs Harris had recently obtained the CiLCA Qualification. 

 

The Advisory Group congratulated Mrs Harris on this excellent and most impressive achievement.   

 

43/21 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 

The Advisory Group, pursuant to Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972, RESOLVED that 

Members of the Public and accredited representatives of the Press be excluded from the Meeting because of 

the confidential nature of the next item of business to be transacted. 

 

44/21 PERSONNEL SUB-GROUP 

 

The Clerk referred to Minute 31/21 and said that as no changes had been made to the current National 

Restrictions since the last Meeting, the Council’s operation was continuing as previously detailed.  

 

The Advisory Group then considered the Report of the Personnel Sub-Group Meeting held on 10 May 2021 

and, following a brief discussion, agreed to support the Recommendations contained therein. 

 

The Clerk then APPROVED all of the Recommendations contained in the aforementioned Report, in 

accordance with the Temporary Scheme of Delegation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman: ………………………………………. Date: ……………………………………….......... 






























