
RUSTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

MINUTES: of the Meeting held on 28 July 2025 

 

PRESENT: Councillors J Bennett (Chairman), Mrs C Broomfield, M Broomfield, Mrs A Cooper,  

 A Cooper, G Lee, D Rogers and P Warren 

 

In attendance: Councillors J Ceiriog-Hughes and Ms M Revell, Mrs C Harris (Meeting Clerk),  

 Mrs C Ward (Clerk of the Council) and Ms R Costan (Deputy Clerk) 

 

 

59/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs Partridge (Indisposition). This apology was 

accepted by the Committee. 

 

60/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest by Members. 

 

61/25 MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 June 2025 were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

 

62/25 BANKING  

 

(a) Reconciled Bank Balances As At 30 June 2025 

 

The Committee NOTED the Council’s Reconciled Bank Balances as at 30 June 2025, as verified by 

Councillor Lee. 

 

A copy of the Reconciled Bank Balances is attached and forms a part of these Minutes. 

 

(b) Bank Signatories 

 

The Clerk advised the Committee that, as recommended in the Internal Auditor’s Report, she would like to 

add the following two signatories to the Council’s Bank and Investment Accounts:- 

 

• Councillor Bennett - Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 

• Councillor Lee - Vice-Chairman of the Council 

 

The Committee RECOMMENDED that Councillors Bennett and Lee should be added as signatories to the 

Council’s Bank and Investment Accounts. 

 

(c) Nationwide Building Society 

 

The Clerk advised the Committee that, as a legal requirement, to ensure the safety and security of its 

members’ and customers’ accounts, the Nationwide Building Society, like other financial institutions, were 

asking customers to review their account application and confirm their details to prevent fraud, money 

laundering, and other financial crimes. The signatories were:- 

  



• Councillor Warren 

• Councillor Mrs Cooper 

• Councillor Rogers 

 

Once the aforementioned form had been returned to the Nationwide Building Society, the Clerk would then 

update the signatories to include Councillors Bennett and Lee. 

 

The Committee RECOMMENDED that Councillors Bennett and Lee should to be added as signatories to the 

Nationwide Building Society. 

 

63/25 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

The Committee retrospectively APPROVED the payment of the Monthly Accounts.  

 

A copy of the Accounts is attached and forms a part of these Minutes. 

 

64/25 MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT TO 18 JULY 2025 

 

The Committee NOTED the Monthly Budget Report which had been previously circulated to all Members. 

 

65/25 INTERNAL AUDIT 2025-2026 - TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT 

 

The Clerk reminded the Committee that a Quotation received from April Skies Accounting in the sum of 

£780.00, plus travel to and from Farnham in Surrey (Mileage to be charged at 45p per mile), together with the 

Terms of Engagement, had previously been circulated to all Members. 

 

Following a brief discussion, during which the Clerk advised that the service provided by April Skies 

Accounting during the previous three years had been most satisfactory and of an extremely professional 

standard, the Committee RECOMMENDED that the Quotation received in the sum of £780.00 be accepted 

for the financial year commencing 1 April 2025, to undertake the role of the Council’s Internal Auditor for a 

further twelve-month period.   

 

66/25 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 

The Committee, pursuant to Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972, RESOLVED that Members of 

the Public, and accredited representatives of the Press be excluded from the Meeting because of the 

confidential nature of the next item of business to be transacted. 

 

67/25 FINANCE/ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER - COUNCIL OFFICES 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter of resignation from Miss Johanna Mason, from her position as  

Finance/Administrative Officer with effect from the close of business on 15 August 2025. 

 

Following a discussion, the Committee RECOMMENDED that the Finance Manager/RFO, Clerk  

and Deputy Clerk of the Council, should be AUTHORISED to progress the filling of this vacancy, with a  

view to the appointment being made in early October if possible. 

 

The Committee then recorded its thanks and appreciation to Miss Mason for her unceasing hard work, 

efforts and professionalism throughout her time of employment with the Council.  

 

68/25 NATIONAL PAY AGREEMENT 2025-2026 

 

The Committee considered a Report from the Clerk of the Council in respect of the implications of the above 

Agreement for 2025-2026. 

 



Following a brief discussion, the Committee RECOMMENDED that the Clerk’s Report be APPROVED, 

with the Pay Award being implemented in accordance with the National Joint Council for Local Government 

Services (NJC) Agreement. A copy of the Clerk’s Report, and associated documentation, is attached and 

forms a part of these Minutes. 

There being no further business the Meeting concluded at 6.30 pm. 

Chairman: ………………………………………. Date: ……………………………………….......... 



Rustington Parish Council 

Reconciled Balances as at 30 June 2025 

NatWest Bank:-

CCLA: 

--

-

Current Account 
Imprest Account 

-

Reserve Accounts: 
---

General Fund 
35-Day Notice (276) • Earmarked Reserves
35-Day Notice (284)
35-Day Notice (670) • Section 106 Funds
Museum Reserve

--------

Plant Equipment Renewal
Capital Accounts: 

Opportunity and Special Purchases 

- -

Capital Account: 
Public Sector Deposit Fund 

- .

Monthly Dividends Credited from PSDA into Nationwide Account 

Nationwide Building Society: 
Capital Account: 

--

35-DaySav�

Total on Bank Statements 
Un-Reconciled Payments 

- ·  -----

Petty Cash 
-- -

--------· 

Grand 't,otal 

Checked against Bank Statements 

Councillor G Lee (FGP) 

£ 
£ 

£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 
£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 
£ 
£ 

£ 

i £ 

40,876.62 
972.80 

307,248.39 
11,007.37 

238,264.07 
21,720.09 
2,834.80 
5,165.93 

1,519.81 

100,000.00 

125,929.95 ,,, 

855,539.83 ,,,. 

(27,100.67) 
828,439.16 

272.30 

828,711.46 V























C O NF I DE N T I A L

RUSTINGTON P ARJSH COUNCIL 

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 28 JULY 2025 

National Salary Award - 2025-2026 

1. Notification has been received via WSALC, from the National Joint Council (NJC)
for Local Government Services that agreement has been reached on the new Pay
Award for 2025-2026, backdated to 1 April 2025 (copy attached).

2. As has been the case for many years, provision has been made by the Council for a 6%
increase for employees in its 2025/2026 Budget. At the time of setting the annual Budget,
it was anticipated that this provision would cover additional hours and any incremental
salary increases that the Council might wish to make during the year.

3. The Committee is asked to RECOMMEND that the Council approves the
implementation of the terms of this National Agreement in respect of its own
employees.

28 July 2025 Clerk of the Council 












